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SOUTH LAKE WATERSHED PARTNERSHIP 
 

Weathering the Storm: Flood Resiliency Checklist  
Community-based Planning for Flood Resiliency in Flower Brook 

 
The Poultney Mettowee Natural Resources Conservation District (PMNRCD) and the Rutland Regional Planning Commission 
(RRPC) are partnering to create a flood resiliency data clearinghouse that will be used to prioritize and assist in the 
implementation of flood resiliency projects in the Flower Brook Watershed.   The project will include collaboration with the 
South Lake Watershed Partnership, which is comprised of representatives from VT DEC, Green Mountain College, 
Middlebury College, VT Dept of Forest, Parks, and Recreation, and the towns of Danby, Pawlet, and Tinmouth.  The High 
Meadows Fund is generously funding this project as part of a series of watershed resilience projects across Vermont. 
 
Flower Brook is located within the South Lake watershed, which includes the Poultney and Mettowee Rivers.  South Lake 
has been identified as one of the three Lake Champlain segments that will not meet water quality standards under 
improved land management scenarios.  As a headwater to the Mettowee River, the Flower Brook begins on the southern 
slopes of Tinmouth Mountain and flows southerly for seven miles through the town of Danby before ending at the 
Mettowee River in Pawlet Village. The Flower Brook watershed presents itself as an ideal candidate for this project given: 
 
o The brook currently experiences chronically-high levels of bacteria, elevated low-flow water temperatures, flood and 

erosion hazard risks, as well as sediment and phosphorus runoff.   
o Pawlet and Danby both experienced significant damage during Tropical Storm Irene, including lost buildings and 

infrastructure.  These towns are similar in their small size and agricultural character, and they both share the 
concern that they are vulnerable to future flood damage. However, they have yet to work together to discuss 
vulnerabilities or prepare for future events.   

 
The first phase of this project includes developing a checklist to serve as a clearinghouse for all available data related to 
flood resiliency.  This new checklist’s approach differs significantly from earlier versions since it will promote the collection 
of town-level planning and watershed-level assessment data.  While some data needed to assess flood readiness and to 
identify future projects is available in accessible locations, such as Flood Ready VT and municipal hazard mitigation plans, 
other important data are not located in a central location.  Much available information is underutilized and much remains 
to be gathered.  This project will consolidate vital flood-related information, identify any gaps in existing data, use the 
information collected to identify stressors and flood risks within each town/watershed, and identify opportunities for 
community-led implementation projects to decrease flood risks. 
 
An essential element of this project includes making the information collected in the checklist usable to the communities.  
PMNRCD and RRPC will actively engage diverse stakeholders in multi-town meetings and watershed events with farmers, 
landowners, other community members, as well as with town officials and commissions, to share the information gathered 
from the completion of the checklists and to exchange flood preparedness strategies across town boundaries. At least one 
project will be chosen for future implementation within the Flower Brook watershed. The partners expect that this 
methodology will be translated to other South Lake subwatershed communities to create broader flood resilience within 
the region.  
 
For additional information about this project, please contact Hilary Solomon at (802) 287-8339 or pmnrcd@gmail.com. 
 

 
Irene: A dump truck works to protect homes, while Flower Brook floods the Route 30 bridge and mill pond in Pawlet. 


